“I Have a Dream” Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

(Second Reading – Meaning)

Read the beginning of the speech until “end the long night of their captivity.” 

1. Who was this “great American”? _________________________________________________

2. What is the Emancipation Proclamation? __________________________________________

3. What are “the flames of withering injustice”? _______________________________________

4. Paraphrase this section into your own words:________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Read from “But one hundred years later…” to “an exile in his own land.”

5. Using your knowledge of history, why does Dr. King say that “the Negro…finds himself an exile in his own land”? _____________________________________________________________________________

6. Paraphrase this section into your own words:_______________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Read from “And so we've come here today to dramatize a shameful condition” to "…the riches of freedom and the security of justice." 

7. What is this “check” that Dr. King refers to?  ________________________________________

8. How has America defaulted on this check?  _________________________________________

9. Paraphrase this section into your own words:________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Read from “We have also come to this hallowed spot…” to “ make justice a reality for all of God's children.”

10. Who is Dr. King addressing to in this section (what race)? ____________________________

11. What is the main idea in this section?_____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Read from “It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the moment.” To “the bright day of justice emerges.”

12. Who is Dr. King addressing to in this section? ______________________________________

13. What does this section mean?  __________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Read from “But there is something that I must say to my people…” to  “ meeting physical force with soul force.”

14. Who is Dr. King addressing in this section? _________________________________________________

15. What is Dr. King’s message in this section?  _______________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Read from “The marvelous new militancy…” to “We cannot walk alone.”

16. What is Dr. King’s message in this section?  _______________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Read from “And as we walk…” to  "justice rolls down like waters, and righteousness like a mighty stream."

17. Paraphrase this section into your own words_______________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Read from “I am not unmindful…” to “I say to you today, my friends.”
18. Who is Dr. King addressing to in this section? ______________________________________

19. What is Dr. King’s message for the intended audience?_______________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Read from “And so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow…” to “all men are created equal.”

20. What “American Dream” is Dr. King talking about? __________________________________
21. How could America live out the meaning of this creed? _______________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Read from “I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia…” to “This is our hope.”

22. In your own words, explain the “dream” that Dr. King has: ___________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Read from “With this faith…” to “the curvaceous slopes of California.”

23. Paraphrase this section into your own words:_______________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

24. What do these geographical locations have in common? ______________________________
Read from “But not only that” to “From every mountainside, let freedom ring.”

25. What do these geographical locations have in common? ______________________________
Read the end of the speech.
26. Paraphrase this section into your own words:_______________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
