                                                                      Name:                

Grapes of Wrath Vocabulary

Define each of these words so that it is the correct definition for the given sentence. If you create flashcards for these, you will receive extra credit.  You are responsible for learning the meaning in any case. You will be tested on this at the end of the unit.

CHAPTER 1
dissipate – (v) 

In the last part of May the sky grew pale and the clouds that had hung in high puffs


for so long in the spring were dissipated.

Bemused – (adj)


After a while the faces of the watching men lost their bemused perplexity and 

became hard and angry and resistant.

Listless – (adj)


He talked the smart listless language of the roadsides to her.

CHAPTER 2
Insinuation – (n)
His voice had the same quality of secrecy and insinuation his eyes had.
Judiciously – (adv)

The driver squinted judiciously ahead and built up the speed of the truck a litt.
CHAPTER 3

Parapet – (n)


Little by little the shell slid up the embankment until at last a parapet cut straight across 

its line of march, the shoulder of the road, a concrete wall four inches high.

CHAPTER 4

prodigal – (adj) 


Maybe Tom’ll kill the fatted calf like for the prodigal in Scripture.

Piqued – (n)


“Goin’ someplace,” Joad explained, a little piqued.

Swale – (n)


He could not see the base of the tree, for it grew out of a little swale that held water 

longer than the level places. 

Declivity – (n)


Joad speeded his pace against the sun, and he started down the declivity.

Shoat – (n)


He give ‘em to Pa for a shoat.
CHAPTER 6

truculent – (adj) 


Muley’s face was smooth and unwrinkled, but it wore the truculent look of a bad child,


the mouth held tight and small, the little eyes half scowling, half petulant.

Petulant – (adj)


Muley’s face was smooth and unwrinkled, but it wore the truculent look of a bad child,


the mouth held tight and small, the little eyes half scowling, half petulant.

CHAPTER 8

cantankerous – (adj) 


A cantankerous, complaining, mischievous, laughing face.

Citadel – (n)


She seemed to know, to accept, to welcome her position, the citadel of the family, the 

strong place that could not be taken.

Veneration – (n)


Cockily, he walked close before he recognized Tom; and when he did, his boasting face 

changed, and admiration and veneration shone in his eyes, and his swagger fell away.

Rakishly - (adv)


He took off his cap and looked at it with some admiration, then wiped his forehead with it 

and put it on rakishly and pulled at the visor.

Imperturbability – (adj)


Imperturbability could be depended upon.

CHAPTER 10

assail – (v) 


They had assailed the buyer, argued; but they were routed when his interest seemed to


flag and he had told them he didn’t want the stuff at any price.

Inveterate – (adj)


But Winfield was still a trifle of a snot-nose, a little of a brooder back of the barn, and an 

inveterate collector and smoker of snipes.

Fatuously – (adv)


She accepted it nobly, smiling her wise, self-satisfied smile, mouth tipped at the corners a 

little fatuously.

CHAPTER 13

Zenith – (n)


Castle to Paden twenty-five miles and the sun passed the zenith and started down.

CHAPTER 15

faltering – (v) 

“If we sell bread we gonna run out.”  Mae’s tone was faltering.

CHAPTER 16

listless – (adj) 
Al drove listlessly, hunched back in the seat, his hand hooked easily over the crossbar of the steering wheel; his gray hat, peaked and pulled to an incredibly cocky shape, was low over one eye; and as he drove, he turned and spat. 

concession – (n) 

He made a quick decision, with a concession in it.  “If the same number stays that come an’ paid—that’s awright.”

querulous – (adj) 

Pa observed querulously, “That Rosasharn is gettin' awful scary an’ nimsy-mimsy.”

CHAPTER 18

imperious – (adj) 

Granma called imperiously, “Will! Will!  You come here, Will.”  And her eyes opened and she looked fiercely about.
reproachful –(adj) 

The woman looked reproachfully at Ma.  “Ain’t you believers, ma’am?”

exhortation – (n) 

From some little distance there came the sound of the beginning meeting, a sing-song chant of exhortation. The words were not clear, only the tone. 

feral – (adj) 

And the hunger was gone from them, the feral hunger, the gnawing, tearing hunger for land, for water and earth and the good sky over it, for the green thrusting grass, for the swelling roots.
CHAPTER 20

Slovenly –(adj)


A Model T Ford sedan and a two-wheel trailer were parked beside the shack, and about the camp there hung a slovenly despair.

CHAPTER 21

Agrarian – (adj)

There in the Middle  -- and Southwest had lived a simple agrarian folk who had not 
changed with industry, who had not farmed with machines or known the power and 
danger of machines in private hands.

paradox – (n) 

They had not grown up in the paradoxes of industry.  Their senses were still sharp to the ridiculousness of the industrial life.

ravenous – (adj) 

And the roads were crowded with men ravenous for work, murderous for work.

Contrite – (adj)


His chin quivered. And Ruthie was instantly contrite.

destitute – (adj) 

“Now—got any money?”

“Little bit.”

“You ain’t destitute?”

CHAPTER 22

contrite – (adj)

[Winfield’s] chin quivered. And Ruthie was instantly contrite.

mean – (adj) 

“An’ in Needles, that police. He done somepin to me, made me feel mean. Made me feel ashamed.”

CHAPTER 24

relief – (n) 

“They hol’ red meetin’s in them gov’ment camps. All figgerin’ how to get on relief.

Contemptuous – (adj)


In front of their tents the Jesus-lovers sat and watched, their faces hard and 

contemptuous.

Pinioned – (v)


In the moving squad each of the three young men was pinioned, and a hand was over 

each mouth.

CHAPTER 25

wrath – (n) 

In the souls of the people the grapes of wrath are filling and growing heavy, growing heavy for the vintage.

Denunciation – (n)


There is a crime here that goes beyond denunciation.

CHAPTER 26

Vigilantes – (n)

An’ then them vigilantes bust it up.

Pall – (n)

The pall had fallen on Ruthie and Winfield.

CHAPTER 28

Obscured – (adj)

The black round hole was obscured for a moment, and then the figure moved back.

Patina – (n)

A patina of silver beard covered his jaws and chin.

