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Writing Assignment: Specialist Reference Sheet
Student Names:_______________________________________________________ Date:___________
Directions: Follow the instructions below to research and write a reference sheet for a specialist. Your target audience for the reference sheet is high school students who are interested in a career as a specialist. Before you begin work, look at some of the reference sheets in your notebook and think about what makes them informative, well organized, and interesting. Make sure you read and understand the assessment criteria at the end of this resource before you begin work.
1. Pick a specialist about whom you would like to create a reference sheet. You may want to choose a specialty that you think is related to your culminating project work. You can choose a specialist from http://www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/medical-specialists-medical-specialists or choose one of the specialists listed below. If you would like to use a specialist who is not on this list, check with your teacher first.
Anesthesiologist http://careers.stateuniversity.com/pages/467/Anesthesiologist.html
Cardiologist http://www.cardiosmart.org/CardioSmart/Default.aspx?id=192
Emergency physician http://www.med.umich.edu/em/education/medstudents/FAQ%27s.htm
Gastroenterologist http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CEcQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fs3.gi.org%2Fpatients%2Fccrk%2FWhatIsAGastro.pdf&ei=WbLfTsGYMaLmiAL9toWaDg&usg=AFQjCNFDG4IoxVM-Tnwf6L3Kvk2vxqDv-g&sig2=GUtZ0mZqIy2G3cLZJm19cQ
Otolaryngologist http://www.entnet.org/HealthInformation/otolaryngologist.cfm
Psychiatrist http://www.mpsonline.org/PSYCHIATRY/Pages/WhatisaPsychiatrist.aspx
Radiologist http://www.radiologyinfo.org/en/careers/index.cfm?pg=diagcareer
Sports medicine physician http://www.aoasm.org/faq.cfm
Urologist http://www.urologyhealth.org
Neonatologist http://www.neonatology.org
Pulmonologist http://www.acponline.org/patients_families/about_internal_medicine/subspecialties/pulmonology/
Gynecologist www.acog.org
Use the chart at the end of this assignment sheet to take notes as you research the specialist you have chosen. Begin your research using the URL provided in Step 1. You may need to go to more than one site to complete your research. Ask your teacher to verify any additional sites that you would like to use. Use the following descriptions of each section to guide you in your note taking. 
A snapshot. In this section, describe in a paragraph a moment in the daily life of the specialist. For an example, refer to the reference sheet for a registered dietetic technician in Student Resource 6.6. The first paragraph on this reference sheet provides a colorful glimpse into a dietetic technician’s workday. It shows some of the people she works with and the tasks she’s responsible for. The snapshot should read like a brief story or a description of a scene. 
Major responsibilities. In this section, write a paragraph that gives an overview of the major responsibilities the specialist has. In this paragraph, you can include information about where the specialist typically works.
Qualities and skills. In this section, write a paragraph that explains the key qualities and important skills the specialist needs to excel at her work. For example, if the specialist works with patients who are in pain, one quality that she may have is compassion. 
What do I need to do to make it happen? In this section, explain in a paragraph the steps that a person who is interested in the career needs to take. For example, what kind of post-high school education is needed? What should the person major in? What licensing or certification is required? 
How can I prepare now? In this section, explain in a paragraph things a person can do in high school to prepare for a career as a specialist. What are specific courses that are important to take in high school? Is there volunteer work that will help the person prepare? 
After you have completed your research, review your notes. Once you have a clear idea about what you are going to write in each section, begin to write. Write at least one paragraph for each section. You may refer to the reference sheets in your notebook at any time. As you write, make sure that each paragraph has a main idea and supporting details.
When you have finished writing, review your reference sheet and make sure that it meets the assessment criteria below. Make any necessary changes.
Make sure your reference sheet meets or exceeds the following assessment criteria:
The reference sheet demonstrates an understanding of roles, responsibilities, qualities, skills, and education requirements of the profession featured. 
The information on the reference sheet is accurate and represents thoughtful research.
The information on the reference sheet is presented clearly and is geared toward the target audience.
Each paragraph on the reference sheet has a clear main idea and supporting details.
The reference sheet is neat and uses proper spelling and grammar.
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